What Is an Authentic Christian?
Authentic means it’s the real thing; genuine; not a copy, and in most cases the real thing is
better and more valuable than the imitation. Take for example Leonardo da Vinci’s
painting “Mona Lisa”. There are literally thousands of prints and likenesses, but there is only
one true “Mona Lisa” and that painting has a value over 7 hundred million dollars.
What makes this painting so valuable? It has defects that da Vinci did not make. It’s 500 years
old, it was stolen, it has been warped and cracked, a vandal doused it with acid damaging the
bottom portion; someone threw a rock at it, and in efforts to maintain the painting varnish has
darkened the picture. You might think that the painting would be worth less, but the opposite
is true. All the history, the flaws, and the name of the original painter are what makes it
authentic and very valuable.
The story of the “Mona Lisa” can help us understand authentic Christianity. Many people,
mostly Christians, believe authentic Christianity is someone whose life looks just right. In their
mind an authentic Christian would never swear, have road rage, talk on a cell while driving, or
drink a beer. I can’t count how many times I’ve heard this comment, “Is that how a Christian
should act?” or “Is that how a good Christian should talk?” Religion has made this box of
Christian criteria and then told us that good Christians will stay inside this box.
The reality is this mindset will never make an authentic Christian. The Christian box causes us
to put on these spiritual masks that actually devalue the work of Christ on the
cross. Remember the “Mona Lisa”? Its value stems from it being original although flawed. In
the same way an authentic Christian is not someone who attempts to be perfect. An Authentic
Christian is someone who has been scarred in life, and doesn’t pretend they are perfect. An
Authentic Christian is someone that has bad days, and times when joy is hard to find, but is
honest and not trying to hide those times.
As a pastor, I have worn many masks. I have hid my scars and at times have pretended that
everything’s perfect. I thought that was the Jesus I was to present to others. In fact, I thought
Jesus wanted me to present Him that way. But I have learned that my value is not from me
being perfect, but my value stems from being an original masterpiece. Jesus created me His
masterpiece even though I have flaws that He did not make. An Authentic Christian is one who
willingly admits that though flawed and defective, I belong to God, and He loves me.

